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Week of May 4, 1987 


KEY LABOR DEPARTMENT EEO OFFICIAL TU ADDRESS 
HISPANIC PROGRAM MANAGERS' TRAINING CONFERENCE 


WASHINGTON -- Andre C. Whisenton, a high-ranking official with the U.S. 
Labor Department here, is scheduled to address the department's annual 
training conference for Hispanic Employment Program (HEP) managers to be 
conducted in the Denver regional office, May 27. 


Whisenton, chief, Office of Equal Employment Opportunity and Affirmative 
Action, Directorate of Civil Rights, said a key portion of his presentation 
will de devoted to emphasizing those areas identified by Secretary of 
Labor William E. Brock as deserving special attention in planning for the 
intake, development and retention of a quality work force. 


A priority of the department's human resources manayement plan, 
Whisenton added, is the need to increase the department's internal ; 
representation of Hispanics at all levels. Other areas deserving special 
attention include the training and development of staff to meet changing 
technology, increasing representation of women and minorities in management 
positions, and placing more emphasis on hiring and retraining quality 
workers at the entry level. 


According to Whisenton, conference participants will include Hispanic 
program manayers from the national office and regional offices across the 
country and others. 


“The Labor Department's training for Hispanic Program managers, the 
department's career fair and recruitment effort, and our participation at 
the National IMAGE, Inc. conference underscore our commitment to equal 
employment and affirmative action. It further reflects a positive 
undertaking to meet Secretary Brock's objectives,” Whisenton declared. 


The related activities include: the Labor Department's Career Fair, 
May 26, Auraria Campus, 9th and Lawrence Streets, Denver; training for 
Hispanic Program managers takes place May 27 at the Denver Regional — 
Office; the National IMAGE, Inc., conference runs from May 26 to May 30, 
Radisson Hotel, Denver. 


## # 





Week of May 4, 1987 


REAL EARNINGS IN MARCH 1987 


WASHINGTON -- Real average weekly earnings decreased 0.7 percent 
from February to March after seasonal adjustment, according to preliminary 
data released by the U.S. Department of Labor's Bureau of Labor Statistics. 
This decrease stemmed from a 0.6 percent decrease in average weekly hours 
and a 0.5 percent increase in the Consumer Price Index for Urban Wage 
Earners and Clerical Workers (CPI-W). This decrease was partially offset 
by a 0.3 percent increase in average hourly earnings. 


Data on average weekly earnings are collected from the payroll 
reports of private nonfarm establishments. Earnings of both full-time 
and part-time workers holding production or nonsupervisory jobs are 
included. Real average weekly earnings are calculated by adjusting 
earnings in current dollars for changes in the CPI-W. 


Average weekly earnings increased by 1.7 percent between March of 
1986 and 1987 as a result of a 1.9 percent increase in average hourly ™ 
earnings, which was partially offset by a 0.3 percent decrease in average 
weekly hours. After adjustment for a 2.8 percent increase in the CPI-W 
over the same period, real average weekly earnings decreased 1.1 percent. 
Before adjustment for seasonal change and deflation by the CPI-W, average 
weekly earnings were $307.94 in March 1987, compared with $302.93 a year 
earlier. 


THE HOURLY EARNINGS INDEX 


The Hourly Earnings Index (HEI) in dollars of constant purchasing 
power decreased 0.2 percent between February and March. Compared with a 
year earlier, the HEI decreased by 0.8 percent. 

The HEI excludes the effects of two types of changes unrelated to 
underlying wage rate movements--fluctuations in overtime in manufacturing 
and interindustry employment shifts. 


# # # 





Week of May 4, 1987 
THE CONSUMER PRICE INDEX--MARCH 1987 


WASHINGTON -- The Consumer Price Index for All Urban Consumers (CPI-U) rose 
0.4 percent before seasonal adjustment in March to a level of 335.9 (1967=100), 
the Bureau of Labor Statistics of the U.S. Department of Labor reported. For 
the 12-month period ended in March, the CPI-U has increased 3.0 percent. 


The Consumer Price Index for Urban Wage Earners and Clerical Workers 
(CPI-W) rose 0.5 percent in March, prior to seasonal adjustment. The March 
1987 CPI-W level of 330.5 (1967=100) was 2.8 percent higher than the index in 
March 1986. 


CPI for All Urban Consumers (CPI-U) 


On a seasonally adjusted basis, the CPI-U rose 0.4 percent in March, the 
same as in February. Increases in the indexes for shelter, apparel commodities, 
and energy commodities accounted for more than three-fourths of the advance in 
the March CPI. 


During the first 3 months of 1987, the CPI-U rose at a 6.2 percent seasonally 
adjusted annual rate (SAAR). This compares with a 1.1 percent increase in 1986 and 
advances of about 4 percent in each of the preceding 4 years. The sharp turnaround in 
energy prices -- up at an annual rate of 26.1 percent in the first quarter after 
declining 19.7 percent in 1986 -- was a major factor in the acceleration of the 
overall index. Shelter costs also contributed to the more rapid pace of inflation in 
the first quarter. Food prices, on the other hand, rose more slowly than in 1986. 


The index for all items excluding food, shelter, and energy increased at an 
annual rate of 4.5 percent in the first 3 months after advancing 3.4 percent in 1986. 
Within this group, charges for other services, which had increased in the 5-to 6 
percent range in the past 4 years, slowed to a 4.1 percent annual rate. In contrast, 
prices for other goods accelerated sharply -- up at an annual rate of 5.1 percent, 
following a 1.4 percent rise in 1986. While advances in clothing prices had the 
largest single effect in the acceleration, prices for most other components within the 
other commodities category also accelerated in the first quarter of 1987. The chief 
exception was new vehicle prices, which declined during the first quarter. 


The transportation index rose 0.6 percent in March, reflecting further advances 
in prices for motor fuels and used cars. Gasoline prices -- up 2.3 percent in March 
-- have increased 13.7 percent in the first 3 months of this year. Despite the sharp 
advances thus far in 1987, gasoline prices were 5.9 percent lower than a year ago and 
31.2 percent below their peak level of March 1981. The 2.1 percent increase in the 
index for used cars was its third consecutive advance after registering declines in 
each of the last 11 months of 1986. Automobile insurance costs rose 0.7 percent in 
March and have increased 9.5 percent in the past 12 months. New vehicle prices were 
up only 0.1 percent in March after declining 1.0 percent in February: The index for 
automobile finance charges -- down 1.1 percent in March -- declined for the second 
consecutive month. Public transportation costs rose 0.4 percent in March, largely due 
to an increase in airline fares. 





BLACK NEWS DIGEST - 5/4/87 
CPI P.2 


The housing component rose 0.4 percent in March, the same as in February. 
Shelter costs advanced 0.5 percent for the third consecutive month. The index for 
fuel and other utilities rose 0.1 percent, following a 0.3 percent increase in 
February. Fuel oil prices -- up 1.7 percent in March after seasonal adjustment -- 
have increased 16.6 percent in the first 3 months of 1987. As of March, however, 
these prices were 8.6 percent below their year earlier level and 32.4 percent below 
their peak level of April 1981. Charges for electricity increased 0.4 percent in 
March, while those for natural gas declined 0.9 percent. Both of these indexes were 
below their year earlier levels. Charges for cable television--up 1.2 percent in 
March--have increased 4.5 percent in the first quarter of 1987. The index for 
household furnishings and operations increased 0.1 percent in March. 


The March increase of 1.7 percent in the index for apparel and upkeep was its 
largest monthly advance since August 1974. The introduction of substantially higher 
priced spring and summer merchandise, particularly women's clothing, was largely 
responsible for the advance. 


The food and beverage index declined 0.1 percent in March. Grocery store food 
prices dropped 0.4 percent after advancing 0.4 percent in February. Declines in the 
indexes for fruits and vegetables, dairy products, and other foods at home more than 
offset the small increases in the indexes for cereal and bakery products and meats, 
poultry, fish, and eggs. The 1.7 percent drop in fruit and vegetables prices followed 
sharp increases in the first 2 months of 1987. On the other hand, meat prices, which 


had declined earlier this year, increased in March. Poultry and egg prices, however, 
continued to decline. The index for restaurant meals rose 0.4 percent, while prices 
for alcoholic beverages remained unchanged in March. 


The medical care component rose 0.4 percent in March, about the same as in the 
past 2 months. The increase in the first quarter -- up at a 5.0 percent annual 
rate-- compares with a 7.7 percent increase in 1986. In March, the index for medical 
care commodities -- prescription drugs, non-prescription drugs, and medical supplies 
-- rose 0.6 percent. The index for medical care services increased 0.4 percent, with 
the costs of professional services and hospital and related services up 0.5 and 0.6 
percent, respectively. 


The indexes for entertainment and for other gods and services rose 0.4 
and 0.5 percent, respectively in March. 


CPI for Urban Wage Earners and Clerical Workers (CPI-W) 


On a seasonally adjusted basis, the CPI for Urban Wage Earners and 
Clerical Workers rose 0.5 percent in March. 





Week of May 4, 19¢7 


FILLERS FROM THE U.S. DEPARTMENT OF LABOR 


Migrant and seasonal farmworkers are provided important worker protections 
under the Migrant and Seasonal Agricultural Worker Protection Act, which offers 
workers protection in various areas, including wages, hours and working 
conditions, vehicle safety, housing and health. 


qa? 


During the 1985 fiscal year, the Labor Department cited 758 employers for 
illegally. employing minors; the employers were assessed more than $1 million 
in penalties for violation of the child labor provisions of the Fair Labor 
Standards Act, according to the Labor Department's annual report. 


qi? 


The Work Experience and Career Exploration Program ~~ l4-and 15-year 
old youths likely to drop out of school, according to the Labor Department's 


annual report for fiscal year 1985. 
tla qa? 


The Summer Youth Employment Program provided more than 753,000 summer jobs 
for disadvantaged youths during the 1985 fiscal year, according to the Labor 
Department's annual report; in addition to job opportunities, the program offered 
related training and educational services. 


sad 
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